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On November 22, 1963, Jean Hill and her friend Mary Moorman^ stood 
on the south side of Elm Street less than ten feet from President 
John F. Kennedy at the moment the last bullet tore open his head. 
She had an excellent view of him and of the grassy knoll i-n^-the 
distance beyond him. The amateur photographer Abraham Zapruder, 
filming from the o i k^ er^ s ide of the street caught her in his famous 
motion picture of the assassination while her friend Moorman 
snapped a Polaroid of the murder^ with the knoll in the background. 
Working with the professional writer Bill Sloan, Hill sets down 



her story. 

She claims to 



have heard four to six, ,f maybe more," shots, to 



have seen a man firing from the grassy knoll, and to have seen a 
man resembling Jack Ruby fleeing west from the Book Depository 
immediately after the shooting. Her account traces her experiences 
over the years with the case, detailing her rough treatment by the 
Secret Service, the FBI, and the Warren Commission. As she 
proceeds in her autobiographical reflections she weaves into the 
account an increasing amount of factual details surrounding the 
assassination, sometimes in the retailing of what others, 
including whau her boyfriend on the police department^* told hery 
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but also what she dug up on her own. 

What can be said of this highly speculative effort? In the 

CtYnbiiJlTt fih j 

first instance difficulty arises with her testimony. Her story 

1 

changes. She explains her original comment that she thought she 
saw a dog sitting between JFK and his wife because she confused 
the light contrasting from the flowers with a supposition of an 
animal. Her failure to tell authorities of the component of Ruby 
fleeing until after she saw Ruby shoot Lee Oswald on television is 
also explained by her tough personality resisting police bullying 
and pressure. Similar variances occur between her later testimony 
and her '2-2d day statement to police, which agreed with her 
companion Moorman’s w4-#ness^s tat eme nt£> l:hese.she says arise from 
police re-writing of her initial comments. However, the ring of 
truth comes forward with her comment that the Secret Service 
agents interviewing that afternoon said they had three bullet 
cases and were going with only three bullets. 

Liberally laced throughout her story are preposterous 
interpretations of the assassination, factual errors, and strange 
misconceptions of her own importance. 'The motorcade turned from 
Houston Street % Elm Street not as she states as part of the 
LBJ/Secret Service conspiracy to bring JFK under the assassins 
guns but rather to avoid the concrete traffic-control barriers 
blocking access to Stemmons from Main Street, but not from Elm. 

^ Also, the assassination was a cinch from any spot around the 

ix yvv 1 1 ** Ct Ijl ton Co k jl I'L'- c* 

perimeter of the tiny plaza, xna in or Elm/ -a-nrt locati on made little 

A 

difference. ^ Neither LBJ nor the Secret Service withdrew the 
flanking motorcycles to behind the rear of the car, but JFK 
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himself for political purposes of permitting the crowd to see hi 



m 



and also to avoid their dinning roar. 

Her great fear that she was about to be murdered by the 

persons who killed JFK is put ifnto the larger context of the 

<dhinH lUUftjU a r .^ u. A-w 

number oE fitnesses who were killed,- £2The was literally afraid and '■thif 

drt distorted her life£)her sincerity is clear. But what had she 

_ . /VY^ult 

as a confused rejected witness to testify to that the killers of 

Xc A ^ 

JFK wwidrd want her dead? I cannot think of anything. 'The Moorman 
_ _ # 

Polaroid film is better evidence by far than her ever-changing 
btrs t - imon y . Was Moorman killed? No. B-i-d Hillj explain the 

A j Ou hi III rr 

importance and history of that photograph? No. fheTapr ude r ' f ilrff 
tor>__wa«— key . Was Zapruder killed? No. Governor John B. Connally 
disagreed with the official findings and was a central figure. 

Was he killed? No. 



Among the murdered witnesses she. lists Eddy Benavides who 

jlsl ru *1 [h h lU\\W 

Hill claims first phtme4 — hv - t h e ■ d eat h of Police Office J. D. 

Tippit. .But why kill him, when ~he'7d-ird not fir^t p hume in fe-hre‘ / 

fall k* y lUyi, U L(J ho pushu. -Uvinf , ‘ 4-ij jtJ/VtlLh) 

d~g a th, — and oaid he could not identify the killer.) -At — fcAe— sa«e 
ij-i ■ 

^-HRe--tTTe murder of Tippit is not related to the killing of 

President Kennedy (see, H. Weisberg, Whitewash; S. Meagher, 

Accessories). Not even in one’s wildest whiskey dream was there 



vvcLii u » ii x in u L gu • / III 1 il U L u u 

Tij^il j Xtlfr Lv/ufftW 71, U 



the slightest reason to be conjured up for JFK conspirators to 

<4* Hty f&t* ux-IUj/T- F ff-tfkA u 

want dead. ,-Ae% u a ll - y / ten minutes earlier T. F. Bowley had 

*Y / .**/ « . . A I- . J . V- T L . ll _ ,-1 A_ , / ~ U . A 

K 

¥ 



... i^i/^VhMA cijAji 

p hone d — in — the - d e ath s a t rme incompatible with Oswald hayTrTg~“5 } he4: , 

fycnA^Ui) f)^l ffviU 

r y , Why not shoot him, - th e key witneos ? But did 

,yw /h j,fc) n J- 

not and Hill nop aware of his existence. - A fro so with 

*1 -7=t A, 



all the 



rest. The mysterious-unurders concept is an assassination 
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0^ X 

syndrome, long dispelled by responsibly critics fW(fby anyone 



using commonsense(£) TTha t she belie 
she purveys it is wrong. 



U 



ve 



is valid is tragic; that 



Toward the end of the boojc she describes her meeting and 

k^tlruy/ /X 

rapport with the cor rupt roTrrets Olrver Stonh and Kevin Costnei^., a-frd 

( fm fU kwM ** fiuuflf k** W*- wy cyjliiif fUy, fa jiU , 

traces the evolution of her small part in the JFK movies Her 



\dlr\ 

animated account of movement into minor fame as part of The Great 
/j vflu 

Event provides. a glimpse into the modus operand i fr # Stone wh ose ^ 

U /U-vyf i^dC (XLc\ cw*4 17 <% ) [Urt fa *44^44*1* *1/ 

preconcept ions were heavily, personally, emotionally reinforced by 
cyi' vti,££*/V\ ^ ' I\lj\ iftji) h* h** 

^jiis every step in the opiated air arid by blue smoke and silver 

mirror historians in the Never Never Land of Dallas and New 



Orleans of which JFK . The Last Dissenting Witness is an 
affirmation . 
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